
Our Year 9 Photography students recently ventured off-site for one of our 
seasonal photography visits, proving that a little rain certainly doesn’t have to 
stop play!

Armed with their cameras, students explored the woodland landscape, 
capturing photographs and collecting natural materials and inspiration to bring 
back into their photography lessons. These seasonal visits give students the 
opportunity to experience an ever-changing landscape and consider how 
different environments can influence their creative work.

The damp conditions certainly didn’t put them off. In fact, the rain provided a 
wonderful opportunity to see the woodland from a completely different 
perspective. Leaves and branches were covered in glistening droplets, textures 
became more pronounced and familiar surroundings took on a more 
atmospheric quality.
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Top Weekly Reward Points
Year 7 7MBI 55.1

Year 8 8JVI 57.5
Year 9 9EMI 52.7
Year 10 10JYE 48.9

Year 11 11TTT 54.1
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Whittington Whisperer

Welcome to your whispers of 
news and events...

As they explored, students were encouraged to look closely at the formal 
elements of photography, including line, shape, texture, pattern, perspective, 
composition, light and colour. They experimented with different viewpoints and 
ways of framing the landscape, discovering how something as simple as 
changing their position or perspective could transform an image.

It was a fantastic opportunity for our young photographers to get outside, 
observe their surroundings carefully and gather ideas for their creative work 
back in the classroom. The changing seasons provide an ever-evolving subject 
— and, as our students discovered, sometimes the most interesting photographs 
can be found when the weather doesn’t quite go to plan!

Star Students

Rain Doesn't 
Stop Play



This Harvest, we are delighted to be supporting Chesterfield 
Food Bank with a school-wide collection.

The Food Bank provides essential food and toiletries to local 
people and families experiencing financial hardship, and our 
donations can make a real difference as we head into the 
autumn and winter months.

We would love for our families to get involved by donating items 
from the “most needed” list shown on the Harvest poster below.

Where: School Reception
When: Monday 12th October - Wednesday 21st October

A large collection table has been set up in Reception, so simply 
bring your donations along and pop them on the table.

Every tin, packet and jar counts — thank you for helping us 
support our local community this Harvest.

Harvest Collection



There were some wonderfully detailed drawings on display, showing just how 
much time, patience and observation the students have put into developing 
their skills. It was lovely to see the confidence coming through in their work, 
particularly in the way they have used tone to create light and shade and 
bring their drawings to life.

The students have also been exploring colour and shape, looking at how 
colours can work together and how different shapes can be arranged and 
manipulated to create interesting and effective compositions. These might 
sound like simple ingredients, but in the hands of an artist, they can 
completely change the mood, movement and impact of a piece of 
artwork.

It was fantastic to see such a variety of approaches and, most importantly, 
to see the amount of work and care that the Year 10s are putting into their 
art.

With their GCSE art journey well underway, these skills are an important part 
of building their portfolios and developing their own artistic voices.



As always, a visit to Mr Ashworth’s science lab is an entertaining experience, 
and this week certainly didn’t disappoint!

We were particularly excited to hear that Mr Ashworth has started growing a 
city of sea monkeys! For those who like to get technical, sea monkeys are 
actually tiny crustaceans. The eggs were added to the hatchery on Tuesday 
morning, so fingers crossed that by next week we’ll have some tiny sea 
monkeys swimming around.

The hatchery itself is quite something. Once the sea monkeys hatch, Mr 
Ashworth will be able to lift the little doors between the compartments, 
allowing them to make their way from one section to another. They’ll be able 
to travel around their miniature world, almost like a little Centre Parcs for sea 
monkeys!

On the other side of the classroom, we revisited the tank for the first time since 
the summer. Normally, at this time of year, you wouldn’t expect to see any 
tadpoles, but we still have one large one left, causing plenty of havoc. He is 
nicknamed  Big Barry, and he really is quite a sizeable tadpole!

Science Lab

There have also been some froglets in the tank, making for a rather unusual 
sight at this time of year. Perhaps the changing temperatures have had an 
effect on the timing of the tadpoles’ development, but it’s fascinating to see 
how nature doesn’t always stick rigidly to the calendar.

And Big Barry isn’t the only interesting resident. We also have some water 
snails, happily munching away on the pondweed. They can sometimes 
appear to be walking across the surface of the water, thanks to a clever little 
trick involving surface tension. The surface of the water behaves a little like a 
very thin, stretchy skin, allowing the snails to move along it without immediately 
sinking. It’s quite a clever trick from our slimy little friends!

There are also some lovely sights to see in the tank, with the pondweed doing 
what pondweed does best — photosynthesis. As it produces oxygen, tiny 
strings of oxygen bubbles can be seen forming on the plants. In the sunshine, 
they look absolutely gorgeous, sparkling away beneath the surface.

A Visit to Mr Ashworth's



Our Year 11 Child Development students recently experienced a rather unusual 
practical lesson — they took part in their very own labour practical!

Using balloons to recreate the process of labour and birth, students were able 
to explore what happens during contractions and how a baby makes its way 
through the birth process. It was a fantastic way of bringing the theory they 
have been learning in the classroom to life and giving them a memorable, 
hands-on experience of the subject.

And, of course, no baby would be complete without a little personality! 
Students also had the opportunity to decorate their balloon babies, creating 
everything from sweet little faces to some wonderfully imaginative designs.

The students absolutely loved getting involved, and there was plenty of laughter 
along the way. It was a brilliant example of how practical learning can make 
even some of the more complex areas of Child Development engaging, 
memorable — and quite a lot of fun!

A Labour Practical with a Difference!

Our Year 11 netball team recently travelled to Dronfield Henry Fanshaw to 
compete in their final Chesterfield Schools netball tournament.

The team showed huge improvements throughout the games, with 
students confidently taking on a range of positions and giving their very 
best against some of the toughest opponents in the competition. Their 
commitment, determination and positive attitude were fantastic to see, 
and they should be incredibly proud of how they represented the school.

A special mention goes to Elsie, who received the most Player of the 
Match awards, following some excellent performances at goal attack.

A huge well done to all of our Year 11s for their hard work and dedication 
throughout the season — you have shown great progress and 
determination. We are very proud of you!

Year 11 Netball Team Take on 
Their Final Tournament



Why it's a Workbench Wonder:
When solving a modern engineering challenge, designers looked 
to a bird for inspiration.

Think you've found a Workbench Wonder? Let Mr Wakefield know 
and your nomination could feature in the next newsletter!

The Japanese Bullet Train
The Japanese Bullet Train, or Shinkansen, is one of the world's most impressive 
examples of design and engineering. Travelling at incredible speeds, engineers 
faced a problem: when trains entered tunnels, they created a loud "tunnel 
boom" that could be heard from miles away.

The solution came from an unexpected place... nature.
One engineer noticed how a kingfisher dives into water at high speed with 
barely a splash. Its long, streamlined beak allows it to move smoothly between 
air and water. Inspired by this design, engineers reshaped the front of the Bullet 
Train to mimic the kingfisher's beak.

The result? A train that was quieter, more energy-efficient and even faster.
It is a brilliant reminder that some of the best design ideas come from observing 
the world around us. Sometimes, nature has already solved the problem.

Workbench Wonders
With Mr Wakefield

This week, the Catering Department welcomed representatives from 
Derbyshire's Violence Reduction Unit as part of an exciting initiative to 
promote safer knife use within schools and the wider community.
The team visited Whittington Green School to replace our existing catering 
knives with specially designed flat-edged alternatives. These innovative 
knives allow students to develop the same essential food preparation skills 
while reducing the risk of injury.
The initiative is part of a wider programme aimed at encouraging safer 
choices and raising awareness around responsible knife use. By 
introducing these products in schools, students gain confidence and 
experience using safer equipment and may be more likely to choose 
similar products in their own homes in the future.
We are incredibly grateful to the Violence Reduction Unit for their support 
and generosity. This fantastic partnership not only benefits our Catering 
students but also demonstrates how education can play an important role 
in supporting safer communities.
A huge thank you to everyone involved in making this opportunity 
possible. We look forward to continuing to work together on projects that 
make a positive difference both inside and outside the classroom.

Safer Knives, Same Great Skills



Our Year 11 RS students have been getting creative with their revision by 
creating a Buddhist shrine to help them explore and remember the 
importance of worship in Buddhism.

At the centre of the shrine is the Buddha Rupa, representing devotion to 
the Buddha. The students also included candles and flowers, which 
represent the teachings of the Buddha, and incense, symbolising the 
importance of practising good thoughts, speech and behaviour.

It was fantastic to see the students bringing their learning to life in such a 
thoughtful and creative way. Mrs Edwards was incredibly proud of the 
effort, care and understanding shown by the group and was delighted to 
see them engaging so enthusiastically with their revision.

Year 11 RS Create a Buddhist Shrine

An Artist to Watch!

Sometimes, a piece of artwork comes along that makes you stop, look 
twice and say… “Wow!”

That’s exactly what happened when Miss Scothorn was marking the 
first drawing task for our Year 7 students.

Amongst the work was a wonderfully detailed drawing of a shoe by 
Nikola, and Miss Scothorn’s exact reaction was:

“Wow. For a Year 7, it’s pretty impressive!”

And we couldn’t agree more!

The drawing shows an impressive level of observation, detail and 
control for a student so early in their secondary school art journey. 
Apparently, this isn’t a one-off either. Nikola has been producing 
fabulous artwork across the board, so we may well have an artist to 
watch developing right here at Whittington Green School.

It’s always exciting to see those early signs of creativity and talent, 
and we can’t wait to see how Nikola’s artistic skills develop over the 
coming years.



Recently, we held a special assembly to mark World River 
Day, celebrating the importance of rivers and the vital 
role they play in our world.

As part of the assembly, we were delighted to hear a 
beautiful poem written by our Year 8 student, Esmai. Her 
thoughtful words capture the beauty and significance of 
rivers and offer a lovely reminder of why it is so important 
that we value and protect these precious waterways.

Celebrating World River Day

A river that runs through the town,
A once blue river that’s turned brown.
A river of tears formed by a puddle of fears,
A river that’s drifted up over the years.
A river losing water as kids jump in,
A river that can be both thick and thin.
A river that crashes against rocks,
A river that flows through the holes in your crocs.
A river that’s seen you grow up,
A river watches you in your wedding gown, 
A river that runs through the town.

Esmai Y8
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Art Exhibition
Unfortunately, the Chesterfield School Art 
Exhibition had to be cancelled, but all is not 
lost!

The wonderful artwork that was due to be 
displayed at the exhibition can now be seen 
in school, in the library.

Everyone is welcome to come along, have 
a look and enjoy the fantastic work on 
display. Please come and support our artists 
— we’d love to see you there!
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Q: What do you call cheese that 
isn't yours?

A: Nacho Cheese!

Congratulations!
The last week’s winner is:

Mia L Y11

I'm tall when I'm young and short 
when I'm old.

What am I?

Brain Teaser author this week is 
Kaylen L in Y11

Do you think you know the answer to this week’s brain teaser? 
Be the first to find Mr Ashworth in Room 16 with your solution for the chance to win a 
small prize (and, of course, eternal bragging rights).
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